14 December 2004 

Editor of Farmers Weekly 

Farmers Weekly

Quadrant House

The Quadrant

Sutton

Surrey

SM2 5AS

Dear Sir/Madam

Single Payment Scheme – November 2004 and Cross Compliance Handbook for England 

I have spent the last week as perhaps many others reading the above documents.

Do we now live in a police state or a Defra state?  We are going to have so many government inspectors visiting our farms that we will become prisoners on our own farms.  We will be afraid to leave just in case we get a visit from the one of the numerous government agencies.  Yet, if we call the police, they do not come as they do not have the resources.  

Please find below details of an incident back in July this year on our farm.

We were working with one of our tractors near a public footpath.  Unfortunately, a small amount of mud was left on the footpath from the field cultivations and within 30 minutes of the incident a local council footpath officer was on the scene and warned that if the mud was not cleaned from the footpath immediately then further action would be taken.  He returned later to check that the footpath had been cleaned the next day, which it had been.

Also, one of our tractors was parked on a field whilst the driver took a short lunch break and youngsters hurled stones at it, breaking three windows.  The driver suffered abuse and threatening behaviour so he called the police, but the police would not come.  I was later informed that the police did not have the manpower to cover such incidents.

Why do we have money and resources to manage Defra rules and regulations but not enough money and resources to fight crime and vandalism?

The Labour Government has no need to compulsory purchase our farms.  It has done so by stealth and we have all fallen for it.  

I will live in fear, as some inspectors could remove my subsidy at a moments notice, which would make my farm unviable.  Therefore, every farmer in this country waits for the knock on the door from some inspectors who will ruin your business even though you have tried to comply with hundreds of regulations!

Please do tell me if I have got it wrong!

I await your comments.

Yours faithfully

For and on behalf of J Rayner & Sons Ltd

Colin Rayner

