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23 November 2004 

Press Release – Dog Kennel Bridge

Local farmers, J Rayner & Sons Ltd hope to save the Dog Kennel Bridge, which crosses the London to Paddington line at Richings Park.   The bridge is due to be demolished in the new Crossrail project.  It is situated west of Iver Railway Station and east of Market Lane.  

At present, the bridge is used by the farm to access the land on the north side of the railway line.  Unfortunately, the arch tunnel in Market Lane is too small for modern farm equipment to pass through.

The bridge also connects the footpath, which runs from south to north from North Park Road in Richings Park to the Grand Union Canal, Slough, Nr. Market Lane.  This is a popular footpath, which has been heavily used, especially by train spotters who are always there, especially when a steam engine uses the lines.  

Crossrail have indicated they may replace the farm and footpath bridge by means of a footbridge.   The removal of the bridge would virtually make it impossible for farm vehicles to get to the farmland on the north side of the railway line.

A Director of J Rayner & Sons Ltd, Mr Colin Rayner, reported that they have farm maps dating back to the 17th Century, which show this footpath and road.  This was once the main road from Colnbrook to Iver.  The bridge must remain as it has historic value.  Part of the Dog Kennel Bridge was built by I H Burnel in the early 18th Century.  At sometime there was a bridge over the canal but this was removed.

Crossrail must come up with some other plans so we can save a part of local history.

Please could anybody who has any information on the history of the bridge over the last 40 years and/or uses it on a regular basis, contact J Rayner & Sons Ltd by letter or email.

Note to the Editor

Plan of bridge enclosed

Letter from South Bucks Council

Plan of site
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