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Press Release

The Rayner Family Reunion

17 September 2004 – 350th Anniversary of the beginning of our Family Tree

www.rayninfo.co.uk/rayners.html

The Rayner’s known family tree begins in 1654 in Colnbrook, we have been farmers ever since.  We married with local farmer families, Wilds, Weeklys, Wiggins and Philips, most of whose farms have long since disappeared under runways and reservoirs.  

In 1750, Joseph Rayner was allegedly killed by crossbow while poaching the King’s deer.  

Thomas Rayner, born 1732, must also have been a character, as he married into money (Mary Anthony) then after her death, had a second wife and had at least 20 children!  One of these from the second marriage was the ancestor of noted Victorian painter, Louise Rayner.

The meeting was held at Berkyn Manor Farm of John Milton fame; attendees included the Rayners, members of Colnbrook Baptist Church and evacuees who stayed on the farm during the war.

The oldest Rayner present was 82 and the youngest, Henry aged 6, whom many had never met before.  About a hundred photos dating from 1884 were on display plus an extensive family tree.  The meeting was generally declared a great success, and we hope next year’s meeting will attract family members from Canada and Norway.

Much research remains to be done to prove anecdotal links back to 1066.
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