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14 September 2004 

Press Release

A foreign student working at Berkyn Manor Farm as part of his university course cannot go to see his ill wife as the Home Office has lost his passport.

Mr Gintautas Karbauskas arrived in early June 2004 to take up a six months training post at Berkyn Manor Farm.  Mr Karbauskas is from Lithuania and under the new regulations, which came into force on 1 May 2004, J Rayner & Sons Ltd have to apply for a work visa.  Mr Karbauskas’ passport, application form and cheque for £50 was sent by courier to the Home Office.  

After numerous phone calls to the Home Office to check on the progress of the application, the Home Office admitted last week that they had lost the passport and application but the cheque that was enclosed with the application had been cashed.  Therefore, Mr Karbauskas’ has spent the last three days at the Lithuanian Embassy trying to get a new passport whereby he has also found that a number of students have also encountered the same experience.

This was very embarrassing for Mr Colin Rayner, Estates Director, and a very anxious time for Mr Karbauskas.  Surely, if the Government is encouraging foreign nationals to come into the country then they should ensure that they have sufficient staff to process the work permit applications at the Home Office and their staff should liaise with employers on the progress of the applications.  We have had a number of students this year who have had to apply for work permits and have waited months for a reply from the Home Office.  
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