25 June 2004 

PRESS RELEASE


Visiting our ‘Yesterdays’

Audrey Scott and brother, George who lived originally in Acton, recently re-visited Berkyn Manor Farm in Horton after 60 years, where in the Second World War they were evacuated for safety along with their mother, Lilian Hunt.

As they arrived into Horton, Audrey and George said they remembered the entrance to the farm immediately, as it had not changed very much at all.  At the time of their evacuation Audrey was a toddler in arms and George around 10 years old.  They were evacuated to the farm along with their mother for safety when the air raids were very bad over London.  At the time, the farm was owned by the Shaws and later the present owners, the Rayner family.

Audrey and George recalled the farm was very busy in those days with Land Girls, Gwen and Rosie, and lots of farm cattle and livestock.  They recall they used to visit the beautiful apple orchards and Victoria plum trees.  Sadly, the trees have now gone but much of the farm remains the same.

Colin Rayner, Estates Director of Berkyn Manor Farm, escorted Audrey and George around the farm premises and building where Audrey and George had lived when they were children, which is now a small farm office.  Mrs Scott said she thought the Manor House, which looked like something from an Agatha Christie novel originally, looked spooky now, as it has been standing derelict for sometime.  She said that it was a shame to see it like this as it used to be a very grand dwelling and remembered she used to play with a little girl called Ann who lived there all those years ago.

Mrs Scott and her brother George were pleased to hear that the farm is still in operation as an arable farm and the Manor House and derelict farm buildings are currently awaiting the final stages of planning approval to be utilised as office premises and renovated to their former glory.

Audrey and her brother George would very much like to hear from anybody who may remember them during this time and they will keep in touch with the future progress of the farm. 

