2 December 2003

PRESS RELEASE

Local Farmers Attend Agricultural Visit to South West France

Local farmers Nigel Berryman of Old Windsor and Colin Rayner of Horton visited Mont-de-Marsan in South West France to look at new varieties of maize to grow on their Thames Valley farms. 

They met with local French farmers to discuss their growing and harvesting techniques.  By planting maize, these local farmers are helping the environment as every hectare of maize produces 20,000 cubic metres of oxygen and fixes 40 tonnes of carbon dioxide, twice as much as a crop of wheat and four times as much as trees during their major growing period. 

Between these farmers, they will grow more than 200 Ha (500 acres) of maize so they are helping reduce the high levels of carbon dioxide in the Thames Valley. 

