10 November 2003

PRESS RELEASE

OILSEED RAPE DISASTER

In the past three weeks, staff and Directors of J. Rayner & Sons Ltd. have had to replant 500 acres of oilseed rape into winter beans due to the dry Autumn preventing the oilseed rape from germinating.  The decision to replant had to be taken quickly in case the weather changed and became wetter which would then prevent the farm machinery from working in the fields.

The cost of establishing the original 500 acres of oilseed rape crop including seed, chemicals, fertiliser and fieldwork was in the region of £100.00/acre.  The cost of replanting 500 acres of winter beans was approximately £50.00/acre.  

Company Director, Colin Rayner reported “We have planted 2000 acres of wheat and barley.  Luckily the rain has come in time to save the majority of this crop even though some replanting is still necessary”. 

